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APPENDIX A

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) hereby gives notice of opportunity for public
involvement review and/or comment and input from all interested parties on the draft 2035 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan for all of Kalamazoo County. The 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan addresses
the requirement of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for
Users (SAFETEA-LU) federal transportation legislation and identifies projected major roadway projects,
transit operational and capital expenditures, and non-motorized projects between the years 2008 and
2035. It also includes an analysis demonstrating that the proposed transportation projects and programs
are in conformity with the federal legislation.

A public hearing on the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan will be held on Wednesday, May 25 at
9:00 a.m. at the Kalamazoo County Road Commission, 3801 East Kilgore Road.

Comments and questions can be made regarding the 2035 Transportation Plan by:

Submitting them in writing prior to May 25 to the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study, 3801 East
Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 or e-mail at info@KATSmpo.org.

Attending the public hearing on May 25.

Please direct any questions or inquiries to: Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (269) 343-0766 or by e-
mail at info@KATSmpo.org.

Printed in the Kalamazoo Gazette — May 1, 2011
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APPENDIX B

_—
KAL) KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

3801 East Kilgore Road « Kalamazoo, Mi 49001-5534 « (269) 343-0766 « Fax (269) 381-1760 « Email: info@katsmpo.org « www.katsmpo.org

RESOLUTION
APPROVING THE 2035 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) is the designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the Kalamazoo area; and

WHEREAS, the development of a 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan is a requirement of both the
Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan has been developed pursuant to USC 23
Section 134 as amended by the Transportation Equity Act for the 21° Century (TEA-21) with a planning
horizon that exceeds 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan identifies transportation facilities that
should function as an integrated metropolitan transportation system; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan includes a financial analysis that
demonstrates how the projects that have been identified will be funded and indicates the resources that
are reasonably expected to be made available to carry out the Plan; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan includes investment strategies and other

measures necessary to ensure the preservation of the existing transportation system and includes projects
that will enhance the efficiency of the existing transportation system to relieve vehicular congestion and

improve the mobility of people and goods; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan was developed through a process that
included input from private citizens, affected public agencies, private providers of transportation and
other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, the KATS 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan was analyzed as a part of the Kalamazoo
- Battle Creek MI Maintenance Area and has been shown to conform with the State Implementation Plan
(SIP) for air quality; and

WHEREAS, this Plan can be amended periodically upon request with the appropriate documentation
supporting such a request.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the Policy Committee of the Kalamazoo Area
Transportation Study finds the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan conforming to the State
Implementation Plan for the State of Michigan; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Policy Committee of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation
Study finds the 2035 Metropelitan Transportation Plan to be compliant with current transportation

legistatiomrand-approves :Jil_lgymsswn to the Michigan Department of Transportation.

- T 7 & 2.1/
Thomas Swiat, Jr., Chairperson : Date
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Pollcy ittee

This resolution was adopted by the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Policy Committee on June 29, 201 1.
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APPENDIX C

KAW

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT
REGARDING
Kalamazoo Area Air Quality Conformity Demonstration
For the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Kalamazoo Area

KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

3801 East Kegore Road « Kalamazoo. Mi 49001-5534 « (269) 343-0766 » Fax (269 381-1760

Results from the air quality conformity demonstration for the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan for the Kalamazoo Area are now available for viewing and comment at the following
locations:

Kalamazoo County Road Commission, 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, MI
Kalamazoo Metro Transit, 530 North Rose Street, Kalamazoo, MI
City of Portage Transportation & Utilities, 7719 S. Westnedge Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI

Online at www.KATSmpo.org

The Kalamazoo Air Quality Conformity Demonstration for the 2035 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan is based on the proposed capacity projects for Kalamazoo, Battle Creek and
Van Buren counties through 2035. The Michigan Department of Transportation modeled air
quality impacts using MOBILE 6 and tested for Hydrocarbon compounds (HC/VOC) and
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx). The summary results are available for public comment. Final adoption
of the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan will be held shortly after the 30-day comment
period for the air quality conformity demonstration.

Written comments regarding the Kalamazoo Nonattainment Area Conformity Demonstration can
be sent to the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS), 3801 East Kilgore Road,
Kalamazoo, M1 49001-5534; Fax: (269) 381-1760; e-mail at info@KATSmpo.org by Tuesday,
May 24 at 5:00 p.m. For further information or to view the conformity demonstration in another
format, please call (269) 343-0766.

Printed May 1, 2011 in the Kalumazoo Gazette
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APPENDIX D

L
KAL) KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

3801 East Kilgore Road » Kalamazoo, MI 49001-5534 « (269) 343-0766  Fax (269) 381-1760

Public Information Meeting
2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

For the Kalamazoo Urbanized Area, including the entirety of Kalamazoo County, Michigan

Wednesday, February 23, 2011
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Kalamazoo Public Library - Van Deusen Room
315 South Rose Street

A draft of the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Kalamazoo Urbanized Area will
be presented for public comment on Wednesday, February 23, 2011 at the Kalamazoo Public
Library, Van Deusen Room. The meeting will be held from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

The Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study, the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the
Kalamazoo County, along with the Michigan Department of Transportation, local cities, town-
ships, villages, and the Kalamazoo County Road Commission have drafted the 2035 Transpor-
tation Plan. This federally required document outlines proposed transportation funding and ex-
penditures over a 25-year period.

The 2035 Transportation Plan contains street, public transportation, and non-motorized projects.
Specifically, 25 capacity (adding or changing lanes) projects are proposed with a estimated cost
of $201,236,730. An estimated $855,350,000 is planned for preservation of the existing street
system in Kalamazoo County.

Eight proposed non-motorized trail improvements are identified in the Transportation Plan.
Some of the proposed improvements include the construction of the Kalamazoo River Valley
Trailway from Kalamazoo to Galesburg and the construction of a pathway from Western Michi-
gan University to downtown Kalamazoo.

The public transportation’s proposed expenditures of $719,845,844 is outlined in the document
as well. These expenditures include operating expenses as well as the purchase of new buses.

The 2035 Transportation Plan is available online for viewing at www.KATSmpo.org under
2035 Plan or by visiting the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study offices at 3801 East Kilgore
Road, Kalamazoo, MI. Questions regarding the document can be directed to KATS at (269)
343-0766. The document is anticipated to be adopted in the spring, 2011.
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APPENDIX E

We Want
Your Opinion! :

Go to WWW.KATS MPO.Org and provide us with your

opinions regarding transportation in Kalamazoo County!

Your input will develop Kalamazoo County’s transportation plan for the future
and identify needs for spending federal, state and local funding on roads,
transit, and non-motorized projects in your community. Survey results willbe
available in August, 2010.

www.KATSmpo.org

Contact us if you have difficulty accessing the survey.

' KA
Kak Area Transp yStudy

== 3801 East Kilgore Road ~ Kalamazoo Ml 49001
(269) 343 0766 ~ info@KATSmpo.org

— o . ~

We Want Your Opinion

2035 Metropolitan Transportation Pian for Kalamazoo County

The 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for Kalamazoo County is now
available online for viewing at:

www.KATSmpo.org

The 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan identifies proposed road and transit
projects through 2035. The Plan also identifies proposed future funding, non-
motorized projects, and unfunded projects for Kalamazoo County. The
document is proposed for approval at the June 29, 2011 Policy Committee
meeting. Please submit your comments by JUNE 17 using the following:

Emall: Inffo@KATSmpo.org Phone: (269)3430766 Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study

Fax: (269)381-1760 3801 East Kiigore Road
Kalamazoo, M 49001

Should you need additional
I ‘%r accommodations to view these _ _
lA==—~,’J materials, please call (269) 343-0766 KATY oo suts imassomuraricsr an 4
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APPENDIX F

Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study

Tha Retropolifan Planning Organizalion for Kalomazoo County -

Transportation Plan

Project Development

September 27, 2010

KATS is currently soliciting comment from agencies and groups on the proposed capacity projects for the 2035
Transportation Plan. The projects as they are listed are PROPOSED at this time. Final detalils, such as right-of-way and
design details, are not known to date. If you would like to comment on the proposed list, please contact KATS staff.

Pio, o Capacity Proects September 2010

Chapters to be included in the final document will be available soon for comment.

August 16, 2010

2035 Transportation Plan e

KATS recently completed an on-line survey asking participants about their views of transportation in Kalamazoo County The results of that
survey are now available here If you have any questions regarding the survey, please contact KATS at (269) 343-0766 or e-mail us at
info@katsmpo.org

Added 10/8/2010
Proposed Capacity Projects Now Available Click Here for the List as of 10/8/2010
Deficiency Segments Click Here for the List as of 10/8/10

Added 2/16/2011

2035 Proposed Capacity Projects - List
2035 Proposed Capacity Projects - Map

2035 Proposed Non-Motorized Projects- List
2035 Proposed Non-Motorized Projegts - Map

Added 4/29/2011

Notice for Air Quality Analysis and Findinas
2035 Arr Quality Finding Summary Table
Findings for Kalamazoo County

Findings for Calhoun County

Findings for Van Buren County

Draft Chapters of the 2035 Transportation Plan

{NOTE: THESE ARE DRAFT DOCUMENTS)

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: Goals and Objectives

Chapter 3: Existing Transportation System Facilities
Chapter 4: Freight

Chapter 5: Projected Transportation Demand
Chapter 6: Travel Demand Model

Chapter 7: Deficiencies

Chapter 8: Operational and Management Strategies
Chapter 9: Public Participation

Chapter 10: Environmental Justice

Chapter 11: Consultation

Chapter 12: Environmental Mitigation

Chapter 13: Non-Motorized

Chapter 14: Financial Plan

Chapter 15: Future Transportation System Facilities
Chapter 16: Air Quality Analysis and Findings

Chapter 17: Unfunded Transportation Projects and Needs
Chapter 18: Future Metropolitan Planning Area

To view the approved 2030 Metropolitan Transportation Plan adopted September 19, 2007, click here.
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APPENDIX G

25 é'-" S =k '%—;l {’;
2035 Metropolitan

Overview of Presentauon

« What is KATS?
What is Transporation Planning!

What 1s KATS!?

The Kalamazoo Area Transportation
Study (KATS) is the Metropolitan Planning

! =5 Summary of 2035 Transportation Plan =5 Organization for Kalamazoo County
Transportation Plan L. Projecs &
Presented February 23 2041 Funding and Financial Conseraint Federally Required for Urbanized Areas
Kalsmazao Publc Library 3.: Unfunded Needs ’c::.: Over 50,000 in population
Kalamazoo Area Transpar taticn Study 9, % + Made up of a Policy Committee and
=] g . .
&‘ _ N Technical Committee
KAD L Ko = Kdaod
The MPQ ... What 1s Transportation’
+ Is the required "forum for cooperative
transportation decisionmaking for the
o metropolian area” 23 CFR 450,104 - Transportation is
%} Is the engine driving regional %D different modes,
collaboration and coordination working as a system,
=N . . = for the safe, efficient movement
Must meet regional transporation needs f le and good
S while being responsive to community et of people and goods
2 interests and local policies
Bo Gt 2 g i
- KATS Ueiropoutan -
FE e KATY =% KT = KATS
F What Decisions are Influenced by
Maore than just roads What 1s Transportation Planmng? ‘ et /
Tiansportavon Planming?
Transportation planning
provides the informadon, tools, and public Policies
=5 == involvement needed for improving =N 5 . N
% ;;:‘ transportation system performance %) Choices among alternative strategies
% Priorities
= = ) Transportation planning (— Funding allocations
ah e is a conunuous process that requires 2
monitoring of the system's performance
&, ,f}u and condition é__’_é;‘.,
P P -
= Kao > KaD = K4oy
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Regional Transportation Planning 1s
Essenuial

Regions face shared challenges in relation

Regional planning involves
many contributors

2035 Transportation Plan

+ Describes vision for the region, and
policies, operational strategies, and
projects to achieve it

Z :::t:l—:i't‘;porumn ol ey and g « Covers the next 24 years
= - Leads to an intermodal system
[ Fe - Transporation initiatives can invoive . ' Rc"“é public involvement h
e major financial investments with long life ) : E;'r;ﬂ::dﬁnanclal plan and is fiscally
:::: ans &., « Is updated every 3-5 years
=
= KATS == KT == KTy
2035 Transportation Plan 2035 Transportation Plan
P M - P
Summary of Projecis Mon-Motorized Tt ailways
17 el ol ; . -
More than BO propased road, public LE 1,,. 5 R e frssilnomisivoratN
P transportation and non-motorized - prEs k! U‘ N ———r s o vt
projects identified —{ RriY w02 S Commaes Le
‘ o1 :vl‘-' xiand Hayer Revartromt Parh W v Adad
1 ! Fuma Ao iy
—n, - 25 capacity changing projects — . = 0102015 Tnaery e B34 010 0 Sprkie Raat
! v - radew Soraiie Kand 10 Gty mest cap bt
éte 5 road preservation projects &t — T L e P
7 [ rojec frivion 5 9 WIOHIS Porwge Crovk Trabmry  Kigorn Rumd 10 Arvsde Cravk
&, & T Ly By T
= KT = - ] KA == K4
2035 Transportauon Plan Funding 2035 Trarspor taton Pl Funding 2035 Transportauon Plan Funding
Many types, including: Federal Road Funds. Total Revenue = $2,910,574,073
Formula-based funding Surface Transportation Funds (STP) (Raads Tranue, NonHotonzad)
Transit Congestion Miggation and Air Quall
< Special programs, such as Cangestlon < (8;5:5)"" gaddon and Air Quallry < Total Operatians & Maincenance = §1,005,684,968
% Mitigadon and Air Quality (CMAQ) ,%E Natlonal Highway System (NHS) % (ron-MDOT Streets)
Most come through the Michigan Salt
[~ Department of Transporagon (MDOT) 8. E::zcemen: [P Total Plan Expenditures = §1.868,950519
< Nearly all Federal funding programs Transit Funds.
r&-_-‘: require matching funds from State or local é_‘h Sections 5307, 5309,531 | ,;A.‘,—_, Revenues ~ Expenditwres = $35,938,586
e sources ™ -
= Kaod s KAty E=3 K4




2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Kalamazoo Area

2035 Transportation Plan
S Transporeation Plan Funding More Information
2035 Transporea n ° Unfunded Needs
Kalamazoo Area Transportaton Study — v <& 3
3 LINDIMG s s 21 Road Projects [dentified e n Cupsony Buting g
1 ransportaon Farsie u m
P L e =, Rangotiom g fom 101 e 0 comneg one =y - e Pty Buldee
Froat\abicla Raplacoment 19T ) .
. Seatvibicia Roplacomenss 2evrs0 o » Major Unfunded Projects Include; % FHWA Resoure Center -
FED e P 3% US-131 a1 US-131 Buwness Route itercharge n aveafmaditezea
—H,  couvam ST — ‘;\:mrmmnmn.mw—\cw-(mm —n, oW Doen Ofca -
o MemCenl e N Lovell Straed, South S aet Kl Averue, 1nd Michy . e
&tﬂ; PROJECTED EXPENSES STI9,845, 044 G"i k-lul('l‘.u:nm:) e - g’L =
) RUY -
iﬁ:’ PROJECTED REVENUES $751,343,048 &: é_c.—; ﬂ;nw Bmf: . . o, )
Z e
= KAT = Koy =% KAD
«  Thankyou!
=
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s Questions
&5
-
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APPENDIX H

L]
KA‘) KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY

3801 East Kilgore Road » Kalamazoo. Mi 49001-5534 « (269) 343-0766 « Fax (26Y) 381-1/60

September 8, 2010

RE: Request for Consultation on 2035 Plan Candidate Projects
Dear Sir or Madam:

In order to foster cooperation while promoting communication within Federal, State and local agencies
responsible for land use management, natural resources, environmental protection, conservation and
historic preservation; the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) is seeking input on it's 2035
Transportation Plan list of Proposed Projects.

Enclosed is a spreadsheet outlining the Proposed Projects for the Kalamazoo Metropolitan Area. These
projects are for capacity increases only and are strictly in the developmental stage. This is only a draft list
and inclusion does not guarantee construction. A map referencing the ID number from the spreadsheet is
also included to aid your knowledge of the area.

Please look over the Proposed Projects and reference them to your organization. KATS would appreciate
any comment or concern regarding these projects. Please contact us in writing or by email by October 4,
2010. Your comments are an important part of the planning process. Without appropriate feedback, it is
difficult to foresee potential issues with the Proposed Projects. No comment will be viewed as having no
concerns with the draft list.

More information on the development of the 2035 Transportation Plan can be found on our website at
www.KATSmpo.org. We are anticipating the adoption of the document in December, 2010.

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact us. Thank you in advance for your comments
and participation.

Sincerely,

Steve Stepek
Senior Transportation Planner

Enclosures
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APPENDIX |

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
East Lansing Fietd Office (ES)
2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48823-6316

IN REPLY REFER TO!

September 24, 2010

Mr. Steve Stepek

Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study
3801 East Kilgore Road

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001-5534

Re: Consultation for 2035 Transportation Plan Candidate Projects
Dear Mr. Stepek:

Thank you for your letter of September 8, 2010, for the above referenced project. We
have reviewed the information you provided and offer the following comments.

Endangered Species

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) requires federal
agencies, or their designees, to consider impacts to federally listed threatened and
endangered species for all federally funded, constructed, permitted, or licensed projects.
For additional information about the section 7 consultation process, please refer to our
endangered species and technical assistance website, located at

http./fwnww, fws. govimidwest/endangered/section? index.him.

Migratory Birds

Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended, it is unlawful to take, capture,
kill, or possess migratory birds, their nests, eggs, or young. For proposed projects that
may contain habitat suitable for nesting by migratory bird species, we recommend you
schedule construction activities or remove potential habitat or nesting structures before
the initiation of spring nesting or after the end of the breeding season in order to avoid
take of migratory birds, eggs, young, and/or active nests.

Wetlands

Pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act, the State of Michigan regulates certain activities
in wetlands. Development that would impact wetlands may require a permit for which
this office may have review authority. In the review of these permit applications, we may
concur (with or without stipulations) or object to permit issuance depending whether the
proposed work may impact public trust fish and wildlife resources. We encourage you to
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Mr. Steve Stepek

[§%]

avoid and minimize impacts to wetlands to the maximum extent feasible. For more
information on the location of wetlands, please visit the National Wetland Inventory
(NWI) wetland map website (National Map Viewer) at

http: nmviewogc.cr.usgs.gov viewer.him.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments at this early stage of project
planning. Please direct any questions to Barbara Hosler of this office at 517/351-6326.

Sincerely,

John V. Dingledine
Acting Field Supervisor
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A f
¢ harzteu township 7275 West Main Street Kalamazoo, M! 49009

OSbtemO 269.375.4260 phone 269.375.7180 fax

/ \(\\ ast. 1839 www.oshtemo.org

September 30, 2010

Steve Stepek, Senior Transportation Pianner
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study

3801 East Kilgore Road

Kalamazoo, Ml 45001

Re: Comments on 2035 Transportation Plan Candidate Projects

Dear Steve:

Thank you for the list of candidate projects and this opportunity to submit comments on them to KATS
as you finalize the 2035 Transportation Plan, Beyond my comments on projects in Oshtemo Township
that are addressed in a separate letter, | would submit that the widening of Bacon Avenue in the City of
Portage from two lanes to three ianes is unnecessary and should not be included in the 2035
Transportation Pian.

The iand along Bacon Avenue is nearly all built upon, the street does not go anywhere as it just runs
between South Westnedge Avenue and Portage Road, there Is presently no capacity problem due to
vehicles turning into the residential properties that abut the road or the residential streets that intersect
with it. Within the last year | have heard Muhammad Arif himself state that widening of Bacon Avenue
was not necessary for the same reasons | have listed. | personally travel this road at least twice a day
and believe a widening will remain unnecessary, resuit in the loss of significant, mature trees, and a
serve as a waste of road dollars.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. | hope the comments are well received.

Sincerely,

Jodi L. Stefforia

Jodi L. Stefforia, AICP
Planning Director
jsoshtwp@ oshtemo.org
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Kathy Schultz

From: Geoff Cripe [gcripe@swmic.org]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 11:18 AM
To: info@katsmpo.org

Subject: 2035 TP Candidate Projects

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, it does not appear that the proposed projects will have adverse impact on any
of the conservation easements and preserves we hoid throughout the Kaiamazoo area. i am forwarding this aiong to
Suzanne Flowers who is coordinating the 9 county trail plan for any feedback from her. Thanks again,

Geoffrey Cripe
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ownshi
¢ hcxr&ten v rsip 7275 West Main Street Kalamazoo, M1 49009

OSbtemo 269.375.4260 phone  269.375.7180 fax

//_I \Y\\ ast. 1839 www.oshtemo.org

October 4, 2010

Steve Stepek, Senior Transportation Planner
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study

3801 East Kilgore Road

Kalamazoo, Ml 49001

Re: Comments on 2035 Transportation Plan Candidate Projects

Dear Steve:

Thank you for the list of candidate projects and this opportunity to submit comments on them to KATS
as you finalize the 2035 Transportation Plan. Township Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell and | have
reviewed the candidate projects in Oshtemo Township.

We submit that a reference to including non-motorized facilities should be included with most, if not all,
the projects listed for KCRC construction; we note the City of Portage did include that type of detail
when appropriate on their list of candidate projects. With the Complete Streets legislation and
upcoming requirement for the KCRC to have a Complete Streets policy in place, it seems appropriate at
this time when the long range plan is being created to inciude reference to non-motorized facilities
along streets in communities where an adopted Non-Motorized Facilities Plan exists. Additionally, the
opinion survey conducted as part of preparing the 2035 Transportation Plan revealed a strong public
interest in non-motorized facilities.

We submit the following comments in the order that the projects were listed in the tabie you
distributed for comment: ]
¢ Stadium Drive, ID 1—in agreement on this widening; please include reference to non-motorized
facilities in the project description as the Township’s Non-Motorized Faciiities Pian calls for a
bike path aiong this stretch of Stadium Drive.
o Drake Road, 1D 2 — we note that the 2030 Plan called for this widening to occur in 2011 and
know that is listed as an overly project in 2012 in the current TIP. We are concerned that the
widening is now being proposed for 2035 and may be needed sooner. The Township’s Non-
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Motorized Facilities Map calls for a bike path along this stretch of Drake Road; the project
description shouid include reference to a non-motorized facility.

KL Avenue, ID 3 — we note that the length of the project, a widening from two ianes to three,
has increased to extend west to 4" Street where in the 2030 Plan the limit is Drake Road to 9"
Street. We feel widening to three lanes, in 2015, all the way to 4™ street is unnecessary given
land uses existing and planned in the area west of 9" Street. The widening limit should stop at
9" Street with work west of that focused on improving any deficiencies at intersections, aiso
include at least a bike lane with the project description.

g% Street, ID 21 — we observe that the 2030 Plan called for a widening from two to three lanes
to occur between 2012-2018 and now the project has been pulied back to just a resurfacing
planned for 2012. Therefore, it seems premature to plan to widen from two lanes to five lanes
in 2025. Perhaps a widenlng from two lanes to three lanes should be included in the 2035 Plan
but the Township has long opposed widening this stretch of 9'" Street to five lanes. If included,
the widening from two to three lanes should have provision for non-motorized facilities in the
description as the Township’s plan calls for a bike path from H Avenue to just north of Stadium
Drive along 9" Street.

9 Street, ID 23 — because the project is shown for 2035, we are not terribly concerned about
the widening from three lanes to five lanes, however, the project description should include
non-motorized facilities. The value of the project being in the plan can be addressed at a future
mandated update to the plan.

10" Street, ID 26 — given that the 2014 Deficiency Map did not identify 10" Street as having a
capacity problem, we submit that the widening from two lanes to three lanes should be moved
back from 2018 to 2035. Also, please add non-motorized facilities to the project description. As
you know, the Township Park Committee is currently studying the most appropriate type of and
location for a facility along/near 10" Street to connect between West Main Street path and the
Kal-Haven Trail.

N Avenue, 11" Street and 12*" Street, IDs 31, 32, and 33 — please include a bike lane in each
project description pursuant to the Township’s Plan.

Parkview Avenue, ID 36 — please add to project description sidewalks as this project limit enters
the village area of Oshtemo where extensive planning and design has taken place. Also note that
any road work should be planned and designed with township input for the same reasons. KATS,
KCRC and Township DDA are about to undertake a circulation study that may result in a new
role being played by Parkview Avenue in this area as weil.

11" Street, iD 39 — as you know, there was pubiic comment at the recent Genesee Prairie design
workshop that 11'" Street is a busy road and that is difficult to get into and out of the
neighborhood along 11" Street during the a.m. and p.m. peak. And it is believed that 11" Street
carries a lot of through traffic from Texas Township and Portage. Additionaily, further
development is envisioned for this area. Therefore, we believe the widening of 11" Street from
two lanes to three lanes should be moved up from the year indicated in the plan (2025). The
project description shouid include bike lanes, too.



2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Kalamazoo Area 165

Thank you again for this opportunity to submit written comments, please let us know if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,
Jodi £, Stefforia

Jodi L. Stefforia, AICP
Planning Director
jsoshtwp@oshtemo.org

C: Township Board
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Community Planning and Development
Historic Preservation Coordinator
Development Center

445 West Michigan

Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Telephone: [269) 337-8804

FAX (269} 3378513
ferraros@kalamazoocity.org

October 4, 2010

Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study
Attn: Steve Stepek

3801 East Kilgore Road

Kalamazoo, MI 49001-5534

Re: Request for comment on 2035 Transportation Plan Candidate Projects
Mr. Stepek,

Thank you for including historic preservation in the city of Kalamazoo for comments on
the 2035 Transportation Plan Candidate Projects.

For 2011 in the City of Kalamazoo:

Project ID #46 Douglas Avenue - Convert from four lanes to three lanes - West

Kalamazoo Avenue to the city limits.
Douglas Avenue, from West Main to West North Street runs through the Stuart
Area Local Historic District. This change in the number of lanes, if there is no
road and curb rebuilding, should have No Effect on the local historic district
character. In fact, the slower traffic will probably calm the street, returning it to its
earlier historic character.

Once plans are complete, if there is any part of the project between Kalamazoo
Avenue and North Street that requires disturbing the curb, please contact me for
review.

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: Since there is no curb lawn or sidewalk
activity this project will have NO ADVERSE EFFECT on designated or potential
historic resources.

For 2030 in the City of Kalamazoo:

Project ID #43 Lovell Street — Rose to Pitcher

This project area includes the National Register eligible Kalamazoo Gazette Building,
built in 1925 and designed by architect Albert Kahn and the National Register eligible
State Theater building, completed in 1927.
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DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: Unless there is curb lawn or sidewalk activity
this project will have NO ADVERSE EFFECT on designated or potential historic
resources.

NOTE: New historic surveys between 2010 and 2030, may recommend
designation of buildings that are currently not considered historic, such as the
AT&T Building on the southeast corner of South Rose and West Lovell. The
DETERMINATION OF EFFECT should not change unless the sidewalks and
curbs are altered.

Project ID #44 South Street — Rose to Pitcher
This project area includes these National Register eligible buildings:

Boudeman Buildings in the northwest comer of West South and the Kalamazoo
Mall

International Hotel building on the northeast corner.

The former Congregation of Moses temple, now the Bullard School of Dance, at
431 East South Street.

DETERMINATION OF EFFECT: Unless there is curb lawn or sidewalk activity
this project will have NO ADVERSE EFFECT on designated or potential historic
resources.

NOTE: New historic surveys between 2010 and 2030, may recommend designation of
buildings that are currently not considered historic, such as the Burnham Flower building
at 315 South Kalamazoo Mall, built in 1975, with the concave mirrored glass facade on
the southeast corner of South Kalamazoo Mall and West South. The DETERMINATION
OF EFFECT should not change unless the sidewalks and curbs are altered.

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions or if I can participate in project
planning for any of the projects specified above.

Sharon Ferraro
Historic Preservation Coordinator
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\Q charter township 7275 West Main Street Kalamazoo, MI 49009
3 269.375.4260 phone 269.375.7180 fax
=, oshtermo
~ . .
//?ﬂ Y\\\ ast. 1839 www.oshtemo.org
January 11, 2011
Steve Stepek, Transportation Planner via email: sstepek@katsmpo.org

Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study
3801 East Kilgore Road
Kalamazoo, MI 43001

Re: Comments on draft Chapter 3, Freight in the 2035 Long Range Plan

Dear Steve:

Thank you for meeting with the Township Supervisor and me along with Jon Start last week to discuss
the draft 2035 Transportation Plan chapter regarding freight. During this meeting, you noted that this
chapter is the first attempt to include freight in the long range transportation planning process for KATS.
You noted that KATS is ahead of most other MPOs in this respect, even MDOT.

In my review of the chapter, | found it to be lacking in terms of planning. My comments are limited to
truck freight but obviously rail and air freight are included in the chapter. The draft chapter contains
data from outside sources, which we agreed has many errors in the database, and other stats but no
real planning language was included. If the Transportation Plan is to set some goals for planning for
freight needs in the future, should not those goals be spoken to in this chapter? Such as — and this has
been mentioned numerous times over the years at both Technical Committee and Policy Committee -
identifying freight needs for the region and preparing a skeleton network of roads needed for the
integrated network the draft chapter says is so important. Beyond the skeleton, local units of
government could determine the appropriate roads to include in the network to adequately serve their
freight-focused industries as weil as respect existing and planned land uses in the community.

The chapter concludes with a section titled ‘Current Issues and Future Needs.” We believe this section
should identify the next steps and say freight planning will be done in the future as part of identifying
issues and planning for future needs. Jon Start indicated that completion of the draft 2035
Transportation Plan cannot be delayed to conduct an extensive freight study but it could be a future
amendment that KATS works toward. We all agreed that the 2035 Transportation Plan could be the
basis to move toward better data as well given the obvious shartcomings in the data source used to
date. The 2035 Transportation Plan could speak to local units working together to refine the database
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as part of the freight study. While such a study is not included in the current work program, it couid be
programmed for fiscal year 2012.

i have other minor suggested tweaks to the draft that | am including — see the enclosure with my notes
in the margin of the draft. Thank you again for meeting with us last week, we look forward to your
thoughtful consideration of our comments and to reading the final draft of the 2035 Transportation Plan
in the near future.

Sincerely,

Jadi L. Stefforia

lodi L. Stefforia, AICP
Planning Director
jsoshtwp @oshtemo.org

Encl:  Freight Chapter — handwritten comments
Cc: Township Board
Technical Committee
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From: Ronde! [mailto:rondelyarbro@yahoo.com)
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2011 1:52 PM

To: Info@KATSmpo.org
Subject: Eastside Projects?

Good Afternoon,

My name is Rondel D Yarbrough. I live and work on the Eastside of Kalamazoo.

I have just examined the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for Kalamazoo County. As an Eastside resident
I am very outraged and very distressed regarding what I have read. There is an enormous and obvious gap in
services rendered. There are no projects slated for the Eastside of Kalamazoo. The projects seem to magically
skip over my neighborhood. I don't understand how this could have happened without intental design.

We, the Eastside residents of Kalamazoo have no safe nonmotorized passage to downtown Kalamazoo. We
have no safe passage to the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail. We have no recognizable corsswalks on Eastmain or
Rivervirew. This list goes on and on. No affordable health care. No Kalamazoo Public School presence........ We
are citizens of Kalamazoo County and are yet left out of the equation of equality. Please explain to me what you
are doing as servants of Kalamazoo County to fill this obvious gap in services.

Rondel D Yarbrough
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From;Disability Network SWKI 2693450229

DISABILITY network

June 13, 2011

1981 2011

Kalamazoo Area
Transportation Study (KATS)
Policy Committee

3801 E. Kilgore Road
Kalamazoo, MI 45001

To: Policy Committee

This letter serves as Public Comment to the Kalamazoa Area Transportation Study (KATS) 2035
Transportation Plan and addresses a deficiency in the Plan which has been an oversight in the
recognition and implementation of corrective measures in accessibility for many years,

Within our Public Transportation System there are a number of components that make the
programs and services it supplies accessible to the public .These would incliude, but are not
limited to, fixed route transit, curb ramps, pedestrian pathways, complementary para-transit
services, and bus stops. Fixed route bus service access has largely been address through the
purchase and upkeep of buses with lifts and kneeling busses with ramps. Most of our cities have
addressed the inaccessibility of street corners by installation of curb ramps and detectable
warnings. If a person Is unable to use the fixed route service that individual can access the para-
transit service. However, if the para-transit service Is belng used to avoid upgrading bus stops to
meet Americans with Disabliities Act (ADA) compllance standards this is a misuse of the public
funds and lacks the understanding of the Intent of the ADA in mandating the reasonable
accommodation to programs and services to become accessible.

In regards to bus stop improvements, in the course of events, it is apparent that transit
agencies and local public services have difficulty defining whose responsibility is it to
upgrade and maintain facilities such as public transit stops. Due to this lack of clarity,
many of the bus stops and access routes have suffered by continuing to remain out-of-
compliance and inaccessible.

Our hope is that local municipalities and transit authorities will conduct an inventory of
transit stops and associated pedestrian access routes to grasp the scope of
transportation access problems. Once the Inventory is completed the municipalities and
transit authorities would initiate a Transition Plan to rectify and upgrade bus stops to
create greater access for all and to assist in decreasing much more expensive Para-
transit service.

The following is an excerpt from “NCHRP Project Number 20-7 (232) ADA Transition Plans: A
Guide to Best Management Practices” pg. 3 & 4:

Kalamazoo: 517 E. Crosstown Parkway, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 (269) 345-151
Berrien/Cass: 2900 Lakeview Avenue, St. Joseph, MI 49085 (269) 985-0111
Toll Free: 877-674-5209 www.dnswm.org
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From:Disability Network SWMI 2693450229 06/13/2011 15:29 #606 P.003/004

“The ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) applies to all facilities, including both
facilities built before and after 1990. As a necessary step to a program access
plan to provide accessibility under the ADA, state and local government, public
entities or agencles are required to perform self-evaluatlons of their current
facilities, relative the accessibility requirements of the ADA. The agencies are
then required to develop a Program Access Plan, which can be called a Transition
Plan, to address any deficiencies. The Plan is Intended to achieve the following:

(1) Identify physical obstacles that limit the accessibility of facilities to individuals
with disabilities,

(2) describe the methods to be used to make the facilities accessible,

(3) provide a schedule for making the access modifications, and

(4) identify the public officials responsible for implementation of the Transition
Plan.

The Plan is required to be updated periodically until all accessibility barriers are
removed.

APPLICABILITY TO STATE DEPARTMENTS OF TRANSPORTATION

The requirements of the ADA apply to all public entities or agencies, no matter
the size. The transition plan formal procedures as outlined in 28 C.F.R. section
35.150 only govern those public entities with more than 50 employees. The
obligation to have some planning method to make facilities ADA-accessible is
required for all public entities. This includes State Departments of Transportation
{hereinafter referred to as Departments) and the extensive public transportation
systems that they manage. The development or updating of a Transition Plan is
now an ongoing activity or a goal at many Departments. A principal challenge of
this activity to the Departments, as opposed to ather government agencies that
manage public facilities, is the need to cope with the overall size and geographic
extent of the public facilities that a Department of Transportation manages.
These public facilities can involve thousands of mites of public rights-of-way.

Focus

ADA Transition Plans are required from all Departments to cover all facilities
under their control. This includes rights-of-way, but also the buildings that may
be owned by the Department such as district offices, welcome centers, rest
stops, airport terminals, and other types of buildings associated with
transportation activities. The focus of this request is solely on Department
managed pedestrian facilities in public rights-of-way. This typically includes
sidewalks, pedestrian paths, curb ramps, street crossings, driveway crossings,
crosswalks, median crossings, public transit stops, and pedestrian activated
signal systems. The accessibility of pedestrian facilities in the public right-of-way
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From:Disability Network SWMI 2693450229 06/13/2011 15:30 #606 P.004/004

is only one aspect for providing equal access to state government programs,

services, and activities — but it is an aspect that affects many citizens in their
daily activities.”

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Sl L

Paul D. Ecklund
Disability Rights Advocate





