
KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008

The February meeting of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Technical Committee was called to
order at 9:30 a.m. at the Kalamazoo County Road Commission lower level conference room.  Meeting
attendance was recorded on the sign-in sheet. 

MEMBERS PRESENT

Frank Szopo (Chair), Shahid Abbas, Muhammad Arif, Chris Barnes, Michael Bippley, John Byrnes,
Rick Fowler, Allan Galicia, Dale Hein, Keith Hernandez, Tom Hohm, Lotta Jarnefelt, Fred Nagler,
Bill Schomisch, Jodi Stefforia and Dallas Williams.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Dennis Durham, Chris Forth, Darrell Harden, and Cheri Lutz.

OTHERS PRESENT

Joanna Johnson, Kathy Schultz, Steve Stepek, and Jon Start.

MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 10, 2008

Several corrections were noted for the January 10th minutes.  On Page 3, the Sprinkle Road at G Avenue
project will include left turn phases, not lanes as written.  On Page 4, Kendall and Solon may be
converted to two-way streets.  The determination to make the road two-way has not been made.  On Page
5, Jodi Stefforia noted that the request was made to the Kalamazoo County Road Commission to improve
10th Street. 

Motion by the Technical Committee, “to approve the minutes from January 10, 2008 as corrected.” 
Motion approved.

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT

Jon Start reported on the January 30th Policy Committee meeting.  The committee heard about the 2007
audit report for KATS.  No action was taken due to discussions with the auditor, KATS staff, and the
Policy Committee about outstanding funds due to KATS from the US-131/US-131BR Economic Benefit
Study done several years ago.  KATS staff will be developing a proposal for requesting payment for the
cash match for the study.  The committee approved several amendments to the FY 2008 Transportation
Improvement Program and were advised that the FY 2009 Safety Program applications will be coming to
them for approval at the February meeting.
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US-131/131BR CASH MATCH ISSUE

Jon Start informed the Technical Committee that when KATS contracted to have the US-131/US-131
Business Route Economic Benefit Study completed several years ago, an agreement for payment of
local/cash match was not established due to the fact that KATS had a significant fund balance.  Plans
were for KATS to pay the cash match out of the fund balance.  Since that time, KATS has paid a
significant portion of the fund balance back to MDOT due to an audit review in 2003 and 2004.  Funds
for paying the cash match would have a larger impact on the KATS fund balance.  Jon Start approached
the cities of Kalamazoo and Parchment, Oshtemo and Cooper Townships, the Kalamazoo County Road
Commission, and Kalamazoo County about splitting the cash match equally since these agencies would
be directly impacted by the results of the study.  The amount per agency is $1,547.29.  The amount would
be paid by the agencies in FY 2008 or FY 2009.  The Policy Committee will be discussing the proposal at
the February 27th meeting.  Jon noted that prior to any contract for a future study being signed by KATS,
a commitment for local match will be established.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

On January 1, 2009, the Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA) will be taking over
operations of Kalamazoo Metro Transit, as well as maintaining Care-A-Van and Metro Van.  The City of
Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo County are currently establishing contracts and grant status prior to January
1.  KATS will needed to designate KCTA as a grant recipient with action on this taking place later this
summer.  

The Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority has been meeting on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the
month at 5:30 p.m. at the Kalamazoo County Administration Building.

Bill Schomisch noted that the city and county are working together to establish a human services plan for
public transportation in order to apply for Job Access Reverse Commute funding and New Freedom
funding from the federal government.

Dale Hein reported that the contract with Pride Care has been moved to KCTA.  The labor dispute is still
on-going.

Four new buses that meet the EPA requirements to use ultra low sulfur fuel have arrived.  Metro Transit
will also be installing new shelters this spring.

SAFETY PROJECT APPLICATIONS STATUS

The FY 2009 Safety Project applications will be taken to the Policy Committee at their February 27th

meeting.  
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STATUS REPORTS

Jodi Stefforia reported that 10th Street was not designated as a truck route.

Lotta Jarnefelt is requesting a vendor for Kalamazoo County’s GIS system.  The system will use aerials
and parcel maps.  She expected the internal process to be completed by March and made available to the
public by May.  Several of the townships are providing data to the county for this project.

Tom Hohm reported that 35th Street and 9th Street will be closing in March for the construction season.

Jon Start noted that the EPA has signed off on the KATS 2030 Transportation Plan.  Several small issues
are being finalized with the FY 2008 - 2011 Transportation Improvement Program, with FHWA
accepting amendments to the FY 2008 program through February 15.

AGENCY TIME SHEETS

Kathy Schultz reminded the committee that time sheets are due to KATS on the 15th of the month.  The
new time sheets should be used based on the new work codes established for FY 2008.

OTHER NEW BUSINESS

Frank Szopo informed the committee that the City of Kalamazoo is receiving an award for their non-
motorized facilities at the Traffic Safety Conference on March 13th in Lansing.  A review of their non-
motorized facilities, along with pedestrian signals, bike lanes and crosswalks, was done on February 6.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chairperson Szopo adjourned the meeting at 10:38 a.m.

 


